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and a charmingly written introduction on the Greek nation and language after 
Alexander, come seven chapters — fancy a Greek grammar divided into seven 
chapters only, without sections and side-heads to mark convenient portions for 
study and memorizing ! A good index of texts cited is given, so that the 
author's remarks and discussions can be utilized by the one who wishes to use 
the book merely for consultation. It is a question whether the book can be 
put into the hands of a beginner in New Testament study with much profit. 
Too much knowledge is taken for granted in its pages. But for one who has 
read his Testament in the Greek with more or less care and wishes to review, 
in the light of modern critical scholarship, it will be found very pleasant and 
profitable reading. A second part in another volume is promised, which will 
deal with the peculiarities of style in the case of the different writers of the 
New Testament, and compare more in detail the Hellenistic Greek and that of 
the New Testament. 



The Four Gospels. 

The Composition of the Four Gospels. A Critical Inquiry. By the Rev. 
Arthur Wright, M. A. Fellow and Tutor of Queen's College, Cambridge. 
London and New York : Macmillan and Co. 1890. Pp. vii. 176. 

Here we are presented with an application of the methods of historical and 
literary criticism to the literary form and material of the Gospels. It is a fear- 
less, uncomproming, thoroughgoing investigation, somewhat crude and violent 
at some points, needlessly offensive in others, but earnest and honest and 
devout everywhere. The writer finds an oral gospel at the basis of the 
Synoptical Gospels, of which three cycles exist. The first is that of Peter, 
and found in its fullest form in Mark, though parts of it are in Luke and 
Matthew. The second cycle has its home in Matthew, and consists almost 
wholly of speeches, sermons and parables. Luke's great section, 9 : 51-18 : 30, 
makes up the third cycle. The interweaving of these cycles, with the addition 
of other material, editorial notes, etc., under the hand of many oral catechists 
and teachers account for the peculiarities and difficulties of the three Gospels. 
Mr. Wright holds that the three first Gospels were produced in the years 70 
to 80 A. D., and John's was written ten years or more after. He maintains 
that historical criticism completely demolishes the idea that all parts of the 
Gospel narratives are of equal trustworthiness, but that the same criterion of 
judgment, rigidly applied, proves that the Gospel of Mark is of the highest 
authority by reason of its comparatively early and apostolical authority. 
While he is inclined to the view that Mark wrote the Gospel that bears his 
name, and also John his Gospel, he denies a similar authority to the book of 
Matthew. A closing chapter considers the inspiration of the Gospels. Verbal 
infallibility is denied, while divine inspiration of these writings is affirmed. 
Inspiration cannot be defined any more than life. The facts must be ascer- 
tained, and then the theory moulded. The Gospels cannot be said to give the 
independent testimony of four men, but their parts generally depend on one 
— yet they are the witness of the faith of the churches — Matthew's of the 
Eastern Churches, Luke's of those of the West. "A robuster faith in the 
Gospels is needed, which instead of always seeking to deny the existence 
of difficulties or to explain them away, shall freely confess them and learn 
the lessons which they teach." This book will repay study though one may 
decline to accept any of its conclusions. Like many such books, it belongs to 
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no side. We would be glad to accept its conclusions on the conservative side, 
if only we did not have to accept its processes, which carry with them much 
that is too liberal and quite destructive of other cherished notions. On this 
account the book is worth examining. 



The Bible and Modern Discoveries. 

The Bible and Modern Discoveries. With map and illustrations. By 
Henry A. Harper. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Co. 1890. Pp. 536. 

That there is need of a popular book giving the results of the wonderful 
discoveries of the last twenty-five years in lands whose history is connected 
with that of Biblical history is very certain; that this book, which aims to do 
this thing, has failed is equally certain. The author would seem to have had 
the necessary qualifications, if the testimony of Mr. Besant, who writes an 
introduction is to be accepted; but it must be the feeling of every one who 
rises from a perusal of the book that he has not accomplished what was under- 
taken. The material is divided into ten chapters: (1) From the call of Abra- 
ham, to the death of Joseph; (2) Israel in Egypt; (3) Joshua; (4) The Book of 
Judges; (5) 1 Samuel; (6) 2 Samuel; (7) 1 Kings; (8) 2 Kings; (9) 1 Chron- 
icles; (10) 2 Chronicles. One can see at a glance the faultiness of such a divis- 
ion. There is no consideration of the Prophetical books or of the wealth of 
material which illustrates them. In the historical presentation, there is no 
evidence of an acquaintance with the results of biblical science. The style is 
execrable, not adapted either to the wants of the average Sunday school 
teacher, for whom the book would seem to have been intended, or to those of 
the better informed student, though much of the material will be of value only 
to such a one. There is no index of Bible texts; but a list of authorities con- 
sulted many of which were long ago antiquated. This book is a fair specimen 
of what an unscientific mind will do with scientific material. It is a warning 
to some men, to let such work alone, and to scientists, to do their own popu- 
larizing. 



Barnes' Handbook of Bible Biography. 

Handbook of Bible Biography. By Rev. C. R. Barnes, A. B. New York: 
Hunt and Eaton. 1889. Pp. 546. 

The author has furnished in this volume an explanation of all the names of 
persons in the Bible with accounts of the lives and characters of those of 
greatest prominence. He has not, indeed, brought forward any new material 
but claims to have made his list absolutely complete and to have so organized 
and condensed the information furnished as to make it more easily accessible 
than it has heretofore been. He has thus put into available form and within 
a comparatively narrow compass a vast array of facts which were scattered 
throughout large and expensive works which could not well be in the posses- 
sion of most students. 

The book is furnished with such illustrations and maps as are necessary to 
make plain the principal subjects of antiquarian interest. The author has 
been at pains to cite the authorities upon which he has depended and to give a 
frank statement of the difficulties which critics find in dealing with the bibli- 
cal statements regarding the characters treated of. In this part of the work, 



